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CLAIMS OF THE INVENTION 



I Claim: 

l.(amended) A footbaD measuring device, comprising 

a handle having a base and a leg upstanding from the base a distance of 
approximately 4 inches, which corresponds to the distance from the ground to 
approximately the center of the nose of the football, said handle having a major axis 
along the base perpendicular to the yard lines and not parallel as some other devices 
are; a chain segment having an end secured to the base of the handle through an 
aperture in a lower section of the leg adjacent the base; 

an extending bar releasably secured to an upper section of the leg away from the 
base, said bar extending parallel to the ground; and wherein said handle, said 
upright leg, said extending bar or any other part of the device does not have any 
dials, numbers or any sort of markings to designate where the device is at on the 



1* A footb a ll m ea suring d evic e^ comprising o bundle having a ba s e a n d a leg — 



di s tan ae from th e ground to approx i m a t e ly the ca nt o r of th e nos e of t h e fo o tb a ll 

Th* bandit fctringa ariqfangahe-basa Th« majnr aais in p™p«tdi f iiia r 
4 o - th e y a r d lin es a n d n ot p a ra l l el a s s om e o th e r past -practice de vic e s are ; A — 
chain se gm e nt havin g on e nd s ecured to the footb a H mcaguring - devt e et and an ■ 
extend in g bar r ele as ably see u red to t he l eft t ha i is up s tanding from th e ba s e a n d . 
e xt e n ds p arallel la the ytsu* Th e handl e; upright l e g» e x te nd in g - b ar or any 



field. 



up s t a nding from th e bas e a disi 
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other p art of t he d e vi c e docs not have any d i n l S ) numbers op qny « ort of > 
e rm r king s t o d es i gnate where the dev i ce fa a* o n t he fie l d. 

2, (amended) A football measuring device according to claim 1 further comprising 
a removable alligator type clip placed on the chain segment to indicate the 

distance along the chain length the extending bar is from the closest yard line. 
2 - A football measuring d ev i c e ac c o r ding to c laim 1 farther— prMag m 

r emovable dift s uch as an alligator e lipi p lac e d on the ehain se gment to ind i cat e 

cli p is n o t a clam p or o the r such o bject that is u s ed to hold o r s ecu r e several— 
pa rt s o f th e device togeth e r , as in oth e r invention s in th i s c ate gor y* The c lip i s - 
not u sed for th e purpo se of rotating one part of thi s dovic e- with another part of 
I b is d c rt eei th e present inv e ntion! >■ A s th c«p ne se nt inv e ntion moos a ch a in pu lled 
tout to det e rmin e th e po s ition of th e footb a ll in reg a rd t o a y a r d line, ther mit no- 
n ee d f o r any t e l es c o pi ng o r elo ng a te d p arts o f any hin d n o c os s n iy i Th e H i p , „ 
be i n g us e d is not an int e gral part o f th e inv e ntion ! It is m e roly m co nveni en t ■ 
method o f s ettin g a di st a n ce, a l on g the ehain » to t he a tt e n d ing b a r , Hi e clip can 
be r e plac e d by a ny motho d »- whi c h would de s ignat e a particular place along th e 

fed b y a piece o f string ti ed ar o und \ 
as the c l i p . A clip is just a mor s conv e n ie nt a n d q i 
*bo d i stnne e from th e e xt e n di ng bar , 

3. (amended) A method for determining the position of a football on a football 
playing field having a pair of sidelines connected by a series of five-yard lines 
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and employing a conventional measuring device consisting of a first and second 
marker connected by a ten-yard long chain, the method comprising 

positioning a first marker of the conventional measuring device at a 
position on a sideline corresponding to the position of the football on the field; 

positioning a football measuring device adjacent the first marker, the 
football measuring device comprising 

a handle having a base and a leg upstanding from the base, the 
handle having a major axis; 

a chain segment having an end secured to the handle; and an 
extending bar releasably secured to the leg perpendicular to 
the major axis of the handle; 
the extending bar being positioned against the first marker; 

stretching the chain segment taut in the direction of the five-yard line 
nearest to the position of the football, and 

placing an alligator type clip on the chain segment at a position . 
corresponding to the nearest five-yard line. 
l a th e d fof det e rmining; th e position of » fo o t b all on o footl 

'y a rd l in es, a n d a m p l e 
con s isting of a fin s t and s econd mark er connected - 
b y a ten yd laag «hnt «, T fc n method ^mpHting positioning t *»t fi-ft marfatr nf 
th o^onf venti a nal measuring device at a position on a s ideline oorF es p o nding to «~ 
the position uf the f ootb all o n the fieldi positionin g » football m e asuring device 
comprisi n g a handl e having o bas e and a leg upstanding from the basci th e 
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handl e ha v ing a majo r ooisi a c hain s egm e nt having an end secu r e d t o the - 
measuri n g device! and an e xtend i ng b a n n e l o niofaly sec ur ed t e the tog ■ 

pe rp e nd ic ular to the m a j o r wis o f t he measuring dev icei th e en tendin gJharJieMtg- 
■ po si tion e d against th e fi rs t ma r kc ri st r etc h ing the chain s egment tou t krth*-» 
d iros ti c n o f t he y ard lino n e a r e s t to the posit i on of the footb a ll ) a nd placing a-cllp* 

■a n th e chain "s egment at a p osition cor r es pon ding t o th e nea re st fi v f yard li n er 

4. (amended) The method of claim 3, further comprising 

moving the ball measuring device proximate the football, 
aligning the alligator type clip with a second five-yard line 
corresponding to and ten yards distant from the first yard line; 
stretching the chain segment taut parallel to the sideline; and 
inspecting the position of the football with respect to the extending 
bar. 

li m h further c om prising mo v ing the ball mea s uring d e vi c e 

l i g nin g th e c l i p w i t h a second y a r d lin e corres po n d i ng to 
listant from the fir s t yard line s Str e tching th e chain se gm e nt t a ut 
par al l el t o th e sidel i ne; a n d inspecting t h e pos i t i o n of t he fo ot bal l with reipcct-lo— 
th e citending be is There is no mea s uring tape att ac hed or a part th e r eo f t o th e 

inventio n do e s not have any rotational part s nor do any of th e p a rt s telescope o r 
^ u nder any other p a rts of th e pr ese nt i n v e ntion Th e m a in Ide a o f 
v ew ti c n is t e locat e th e po si t i on o f th e football , in r e gard to a yard ■ ■ 




PAGE 5/6 * RCVD AT 9/1/2004 9:00:34 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2157227485 * DURATION (mnn-ss):03-1 0 



SEP-61-04 10:09 PM CHRISTA ROBBINS 



2157227485 



l i ne! i" the moot mpodieHt » i»n wof % Th is to maim ttoo orop l i fh od w hoa ha ving t o 
rond ii>J wairtw o n wwabew 9a o toy o p i 
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